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President’s message

At HELBUS Helsinki School of Business, we wish to provide 
you with both a first-rate education and the skills that you will 
need to have the best possible start to your future.
 
HELBUS delivers a truly international learning environment 
overseen by experienced instructors that visit us from 
prestigious universities around the world. This exposure to 
different cultures and perspectives will provide you with a 
practical understanding of globalisation and challenge you 
to become international yourself. Like you, we understand 
the importance of looking beyond our own borders for 
opportunity. This is why we have partnered with the University 
of Northampton to offer our students a British Bachelor of 
Arts (Hons) in Business and Management and have recently 
expanded our partnership to include a Master of Business 
Administration (MBA).
 
By studying with us you will have the opportunity to develop 
your English language skills and to gain a firm understanding 
of business principles and techniques. This approach ensures 
that you will first develop the best possible foundation from 
which to thrive in your future studies and will offer you a 
competitive edge in your future careers.

Whatever your future ambitions, we are confident that HELBUS 
will be able to provide you with the tools and skills you need 
to move forward. We sincerely hope that you will consider 
allowing us to be part of your journey in life.
 
Kind regards,

Dr Kari Jääskeläinen
President
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A unique pathway to earning  
your Bachelor’s degree in business
HELBUS Helsinki School of Business is a private business school founded in 2012. From 
January 2017, we began offering a BA (Hons) degree in Business and Management in 
partnership with the University of Northampton, an institution governed by QAA, the 
official British quality agency for higher education.

As an added value offering, undergraduate students at HELBUS also earn the Higher 
National Diploma in Business (BTEC Level 5) as part of their regular studies. This 
qualification is regulated by Ofqual, the English educational authority, and is overseen by 
Pearson, the largest accrediting body in the UK.

All our instruction is provided in English.

Benefits of studying a BA at HELBUS

•	A quick and easy admissions 
processes with no entrance 
exam

•	 You can apply at any time of 
the year and admission deci-
sions are given within weeks 
of submitting an application

•	Opportunity to study in a 
truly international environ-
ment

•	 Instruction delivered by 
renowned instructors from 
prestigious universities 
around the world

•	Possibility to develop your 
English-language skills with 
specific	emphasis	on	business	
terminology

•	 Exposure to a range of 
potential	fields	of	specialisa-
tion, including marketing, hu-
man resource management, 
finance	and	entrepreneurship	

•	Development of the core 
business skills demanded by 
modern	firms

•	Undertaking of a substantial 
research	project	that	affords	
you the opportunity to 
combine your own business 
interests with your learning

•	 Friendly	and	supportive	staff
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Business and  
the Business Environment

Provides a fundamental knowledge 
and understanding of business, the 
functions of an organisation and the 
wider business environments in which 
organisations operate.

Marketing Essentials

Introduces the principles of 
marketing, requiring learners to 
develop a basic marketing plan and 
to employ elements of the marketing 
mix to achieve results.

Management and Operations

Contrasts the characteristics, 
behaviours and traits which 
support	effective	management	and	
leadership. The module will also 
introduce the concept of operations 
as both a function and a process 
that all organisations must adopt to 
conduct business.

Management Accounting

Introduces the fundamentals of 
management accounting as they apply 
to the wider business environment 
and	explores	how	financial	data	is	
used to aid planning decisions and the 
monitoring	and	control	of	finance	within	
organisations.

Human Resource Management

Enables students to appreciate and 
apply	principles	of	effective	and	
flexible	human	resource	management	
throughout the HR cycle. This module 
will also visit the tools and techniques 
used to maximise employee 
contribution and gain competitive 
advantage.

Innovation and Commercialisation

Equips students with a comprehensive 
understanding of innovation and 
commercialisation and introduces the 
tools necessary to maximise Return 
on Investment (ROI), drive innovation 
and remain competitive in the market.

Entrepreneurship and Small Business Management

Outlines	the	definition	and	scope	of	entrepreneurship.	Included	in	this	module	is	the	
importance	of	external	influences,	the	personal	characteristics	and	situational	factors	of	
successful	entrepreneurs,	the	concept	of	risk	and	reward,	and	the	significance	of	small	
firms	to	the	national	economy.	Learners	will	also	analyse	the	enablers	and	barriers	to	
business start-up.

BA programme content

The curriculum for the BA (Hons) in Business Management at HELBUS has been designed to 
provide you with the knowledge and experience you need to be able to succeed in international 
business. In years one and two, you will develop a strong foundation in diverse areas of business 
and management, such as marketing, finance, entrepreneurship, human resource management 
and organisational behaviour. You will also learn how these are integrated within the wider 
business environment and learn to look at organisations from a holistic perspective. In your 
third year, you will expand on these competencies and develop your theoretical and practice 
knowledge in the core fields, while simultaneously advancing your individual and group skills.

In the first two years you will earn 240 UK credits (equivalent to 120 ECTS) over 15 modules. 
In the third year, you will study an additional six modules worth 120 UK credits. After studying 
these three years (in two calendar years) you will receive your Bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Northampton.

In the full-time programme, classes are held at our Helsinki campus five days a week, typically 
between the hours of 9.30am and 2pm.

- Year One - 

Managing a Successful Business Project

Develops the skills required for managing, implementing and presenting an independent 
research  project in an acceptable and understandable format to various stakeholders.
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Sales Management

Evaluates the changing dynamics 
between buyers and sellers in the 
context of an environment that forces 
organisations to review and adapt 
their sales management approach in 
response to the fast-paced evolution 
of e-commerce, globalisation and a 
customer driven culture.

Accounting and  
Finance for Managers

Explores core aspects of accounting 
and	finance,	including	financial	
reporting, management accounting 
and	financial	management.

Business Communication

Aims to provide students with the 
opportunity	to	engage	in	effective	
communication in various business 
environments. This module aims 
to	develop	awareness	of	different	
cultural approaches in business 
situations and to explore appropriate 
language demands, both spoken and 
written.

Business Project

Requires the learner to complete a 
piece of independent, supervised 
study that will complement the taught 
programme and showcase a detailed 
understanding of all business issues 
within the framework.

Strategic Human Resource 
Management

Introduces strategic issues and 
trends in the subject with a focus 
on understanding enablers and 
barriers to the implementation of 
HR strategy. Critical evaluation of 
human resource policy and its practical 
implementations across wide-ranging 
business scenarios will also be 
undertaken.

Principles of  
Marketing Management

Examines in depth the tactical tools 
available to marketing managers for 
the management of the controlled 
variables,	as	typified	by	the	marketing	
mix, through the exploration of key 
marketing concepts.

Strategic Management

Identifies	concepts,	theories	and	
current issues across strategic 
management in order to provide 
learners with a deeper understanding 
of the underlying issues. Subjects 
discussed include corporate objectives, 
industry and company analysis, 
strategic trends and drivers, and 
disruptive innovation.

Pitching and Negotiation Skills

Provides a comprehensive overview 
of the essential pitching and 
negotiation skills required to win 
new contracts on agreeable terms as 
a prerequisite both for generating 
favourable sales and for developing 
networking opportunities.

Developing Individuals, Teams and Organisations

Demonstrates that developing  knowledge and skills to achieve high performance is a 
cross-organisation activity and explores the contexts in which learning takes place. In this 
module, professional development is introduced as a tool both to improve individual and 
team	efficiency	and	to	support	organisational	strategy.

Organisational Behaviour

Analyses	the	influence	culture,	
politics and power have on the 
behaviour of individuals, teams and 
organisations as a whole. This will be 
incorporated into a discussion on how 
to use this knowledge to make an 
immediate and positive contribution 
in the workplace; whether that role is 
as part of a team or as a team leader.

Research Project Parts I & II

Allows students to explore and 
examine a relevant and current 
topical aspect of business in the 
context of the business environment 
and	their	own	personal	fields	of	
interest.

International Marketing

Introduces a variety of methods 
organisations use to coordinate their 
international	marketing	efforts	and	
highlights the importance of critically 
evaluating the various cultural, 
regulatory and political challenges 
faced when doing so.

Launching a New Venture

Provides a practical understanding 
of what is required to successfully 
launch a new venture. This includes 
the importance of attracting 
customers, competitive advantage, 
budgeting,	forecasting	cash	flow	and	
growing a network.

- Year Two - - Year Three -
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Online learning offers a flexible study alternative

The first two years of the Bachelor’s degree can be studied either in the classroom in the full-
time group in intensive three-week modules, or fully online. The online programme is tailored 
to meet the needs of students that require a flexible study plan due to external commitments 
such as employment, travel or an active sports career. Instruction takes place in the evenings 
via a virtual, online learning environment. Learners can therefore study from anywhere, at any 
time, without having to live in the Helsinki area.
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Student Core

There is much more to student life at HELBUS than just studies; this should be a memorable 
time in which you meet new people from all over the world and engage in new activities ranging 
from just hanging out to pursuing research or expanding your horizons in any of a hundred 
different ways. The time you share with your fellow students should be one to cherish for the 
rest of your life, and we encourage you to make the most of it. It is with this goal in mind that 
many of our students engage with the student union, the HELBUS Student Core, which aims to 
promote the development of student life and culture.

Have you already completed 
at least two years of business 
studies in another university?

If so, you may be able to apply for entry directly 
into	the	final	year	of	the	Bachelor’s	programme	
and be less than a year away from gaining a full 
honours degree! You stand a good chance of 
admittance	if	you	have	English	proficiency	of	
IELTS 6.0 or TOEFL 550/213 (or equivalent),  
and have completed any of the following:

-	Higher National Diploma  
		(Pearson, ABE, NCC)
-	Foundation degree in Business  
		(or equivalent)
-	Two years of university-level business  
  education

The third-year top-up programme  
begins in January.  
 
Visit our website or contact us  
directly for more details and 
to	confirm	the	deadline	for	
applications.
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Master of Business Administration (MBA)

Standing out in the job market can be tough, but holding an MBA ensures that you do just that.

This University of Northampton MBA is designed to develop the core knowledge and skills 
required to succeed in all critical business areas and functions. Considered a generalist 
degree with a broad, inclusive approach, the focus of the qualification is in supporting career 
progression through enhancing critical thinking and research skills, challenging convention, 
and developing confidence in your own ability to design knowledge-based solutions to 
contemporary business issues.

You can apply if you have earned an undergraduate degree from business or a similar field 
before the programme starts. If you have a Bachelor’s degree from a different field, you should 
also demonstrate a strong passion and interest in business in your CV. Work experience at 
executive level is not required, as this programme is designed also for students wanting to 
enhance their employability prospects. As the language of teaching and assessment is English, 
applicants must have strong English language skills, demonstrated by a language proficiency 
test such as IELTS (overall score 6.5).

The MBA is suitable for students that can participate in intensive workshops offered on 
weekdays. Typically, there are 2-3 days of workshops per week, with October being the most 
intensive in terms of teaching. It takes three terms to complete the programme.

The programme curriculum is developed by the University of Northampton, which also awards 
the degree.

Critical Issues in Business

Analyses the critical themes and 
pervasive issues that present both 
opportunities and threats to modern 
organisations.

Management and Organisational 
Behaviour

Introduces the organisational and 
management processes that are 
essential	to	become	an	effective	
leader of people.

Strategic Marketing

Explores how businesses compete 
to achieve competitive advantage 
in diverse, dynamic and complex 
markets.

Competitive Strategy and 
Innovation

Analyses the importance of explicit 
strategy in the competitive world of 
innovation and explores how to develop 
and interpret successful approaches.

Managing Operations and the 
Supply Chain

Identifies	the	essential	factors	across	
operations, supply chain and project 
management that keep industry 
running smoothly.

- FALL TERM - 

- SPRING TERM - 

MBA PROGRAMME CONTENT 

Business Research Project

Enhances fundamental knowledge in 
how to conduct and assess practical 
research, including business planning, 
project and consultancy work.

The Entrepreneurship Project

Explores the concept of entrepreneurship and evaluates how businesses aim to identify 
new opportunities, products and services ahead of their competitors.

- SUMMER TERM - 

Financial Decision Making

Provides an overview of accounting, 
quantitative methodology and 
management information to develop 
strategic knowledge of how to use 
and	interpret	financial	data.

International Business 
Negotiation

Provides learners with the skills 
and competencies to develop 
the articulation, advocation and 
negotiation of business transactions 
and decisions.
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HELBUS offers a quality education. You will work hard, but there is also a lot of opportunity 
to have some fun with your fellow classmates. The students I have taught are at an equivalent 
level to the students I teach at University of Western Australia and come from very diverse 
backgrounds. This provides excellent opportunities for networking and peer learning. The 
nature of the programme also facilitates the making of great friendships that will last well 
beyond the course. As an instructor, it is great to see the students grow over the three weeks 
I am with them, take early feedback on board and really improve. Like the Finnish people they 
are direct, genuine and very hard not to like.

Dr Greg Brush is a visiting instructor from the University of University of Western 
Australia (ranked as one of the top 100 universities in the world)

 

Our faculty

HELBUS instructors are invited from prestigious 
universities around the world. In the first two 
years of Bachelor’s study, each visits for a three-
week period allowing you to concentrate on one 
module at a time. In the third year of Bachelor’s 
study, instructors are typically international 
academics with residency in Finland as the modules 
run concurrently throughout the term.

Instructors on the online programme provide tuition and support in the virtual classroom 
from their home countries.

Over 75% of our instructors hold a doctoral degree, which is a substantially higher 
percentage than that found in Finnish state universities. The diverse, multicultural and 
multidisciplinary backgrounds of our instructors will also enrich your study environment by 
exposing you to a truly international study experience.

All members of faculty are experts in their respective fields and will challenge your thinking 
and inspire you to self-discovery.
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Fees

Bachelor of Art (Hons) in Business and Management (BA)

The tuition fees in the full-time programme are €4,705 per term (including Value Added Tax) 
for those beginning their studies in Fall 2018. The total tuition fee for the entire Bachelor’s 
programme is therefore €28,230 (six terms).

In the online programme, available only for the first two years, the tuition fees are €4,905 per 
term, or €29,430 for the entire Bachelor’s qualification given that the final year is completed in 
the full-time programme.

Master of Business Administration (MBA)

The tuition fees for Finnish, EU and EEA citizens (or non-EU citizens with an existing residence 
permit in Finland) starting in Fall 2018 are €11,600 for the entire programme (including VAT). 
For non-EU citizens without an existing residence permit in Finland, the total tuition fees are 
€15,000 for the entire programme.

The tuition fees include access to resources and learning materials, although students will also 
need a laptop complete with MS office and an internet connection. Please also note that if the 
government increases the rate of VAT, there will be a corresponding rise in the tuition fees.

Invest in your future: apply now

Studying at HELBUS may be the best investment of your life. 
As a private business school that receives no state funding, 
we charge tuition fees to fund our operations. Due to the 
ease of our admission process and the fast pace of studies, 
you will graduate sooner than through traditional state 
universities and so will be able to start earning back the 
cost of your tuition much earlier.
 
With HELBUS, you can apply any time throughout 
the year and you don’t have to study for entrance 
exams. Admission decisions are based on the quality 
of the application and a one-on-one interview, 
with acceptance decisions typically given within 
two weeks of the date of the interview. This means 
that once you have been granted a study place at 
HELBUS, you will be able to work or travel prior 
to starting your studies, as opposed to spending 
months studying for an entrance exam with no 
guarantee of success.
 
Apply now by completing the application form 
online on our website.

  



“I originally applied to HELBUS as I was moving to Finland and wanted to 
continue my studies in an international environment. HELBUS made the 
process of transferring the study credits I had already earned in Hawaii 
incredibly easy and I have really appreciated the amount of student support 
on offer since starting my studies. As a foreign student, I especially value the 
school’s internationalism and continue to enjoy being exposed to instructors 
from all over the world and the unique teaching styles, ideas and experiences 
that they bring with them. The smaller class size really helps develop a sense 
of community among the students, and the three-week unit cycle means 
that we are able to develop connections with the instructors in a way that 
I haven’t experienced elsewhere. After I’ve completed the Bachelor’s, I’m 
certainly considering an MBA and then hopefully put the skills I’ve learned 
to good use and begin a career as an entrepreneur.

Hunter Deligeersang

“I applied to HELBUS because I wanted to avoid studying for entrance 
exams and to begin my studies as soon as possible. Having read a little 
of international business in high school, when I heard about HELBUS I 
knew that this was the school where I wanted to continue my education. 
Developing my English skills under international instructors has been very 
beneficial for me as I have always planned on spending time abroad at some 
stage and expect my language skills to help advance my future career. The 
atmosphere in class is always fun, and I am excited to be able to help shape 
the student experience of my fellow classmates through my role as President 
of the student union, the HELBUS Student Core. Studying in HELBUS has been 
a very rewarding experience for me and I look forward to moving on to a 
Master’s degree programme.

Demi Palanki

“It is wonderful to be exposed to different perspectives of the business 
environment and to learn about company culture in other parts of the world.

The HELBUS online programme is designed to suit those of us who work 
full-time hours and are only able to study in the evenings. The professors 
are really nice and they understand that our work may sometimes affect 
our timetable. HELBUS provided the perfect solution to allow me to combine 
work and studies, and engaging with the online programme has been easier 
than I dared expect! I am truly satisfied with my decision to apply to HELBUS.

Anna Lammela

“I have always wanted to pursue a career in international business and have 
just accepted an offer to start at Nordea Luxembourg in international wealth 
management. Throughout my undergraduate studies, HELBUS’ flexible and 
supportive environment allowed me to easily balance my school commitments 
alongside working part-time as a company representative for an electronic 
wholesaler. This gave me the opportunity to develop my practical experience 
while at the same time expanding my theoretical knowledge. The small class 
size I experienced at HELBUS was very beneficial for me as I grew to know my 
peers well and we quickly established a collaborative and supporting learning 
environment. The programme moved quickly, but this helped me appreciate 
the importance of good project management, working to deadlines and 
appreciation of detail, all skills that I now draw on in my professional life. 
As all my work is conducted in English, it was also extremely beneficial for 
me to have studied in the language as I was able to improve not just my 
everyday English, but also develop a firm grasp of business terminology. 
Upon graduating, I was awarded the HELBUS academic achievement award 
and chose to further my education by reading for a Master of Science (MSc) 
in International Banking and Finance at the University of Kent, where I 
had been offered a scholarship. After studying a year and graduating with 
distinction (first class honours), I was accepted onto a corporate finance 
training scheme at one of the big four accounting firms; a move that made 
possible my current position at Nordea Luxembourg. Starting my higher 
education at HELBUS Helsinki School of Business was a great decision for 
me as it provided me with the skills, knowledge and confidence to pursue a 
career in international finance. As an alumnus, I maintain good relationships 
with the staff and still highly value my connection to the school. I would 
strongly encourage anyone interested in an education in international 
business to look no further than HELBUS

Pontus Huttunen

“Studying on the business programme in HELBUS was a greatly rewarding 
experience for me. During my second year at the school I co-founded my own 
company – Peca Oy, where I still work as CEO – and very quickly realised the 
value of applying the lessons learned in the classroom to my own experiences 
as an entrepreneur. The instructors at HELBUS were extremely professional 
and the international diversity they brought to the programme was very 
welcome. In fact, one of the instructors still acts as a professional mentor 
to me and is a named advisor to my firm, so there is a genuine, personal 
connection between the faculty and student body. I also made several good 
friends at the school, one of which later joined me as a partner at Peca, 
so the potential for networking is very strong. For me, studying in English 
was a huge benefit as my confidence and ability to both speak and write 
in English improved immensely, while partners, clients and financiers have 
all been interested and excited in my educational background. I am very 
happy to have started my professional journey at HELBUS and would warmly 
recommend the school to anyone.

Timo Pernu
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Student stories Alumni stories



of	students	are	satisfied	
with the overall quality of 

the programme

92%

of students feel that their 
instructors are enthusiastic

98%

of students agree that 
HELBUS	staff	are	readily	

available to help

91%

of students report that the 
programme is intellectually 

stimulating

100%
of students believe that the 

programme helped them 
present themselves with 

confidence

90%
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Source: 2017 BA in Business and Management 
graduates



Find out more through:

www.helbus.com

info@helbus.fi

+358 40 5017627

Visit us:

Töölöntullinkatu 6 
00250 Helsinki 

Finland
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